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in the export of sales of both tires and 
passenger cars. 

The triumphant policies of President 
Trump reducing taxes and regulations 
created jobs. He created record unem-
ployment lows for African Americans, 
Hispanics, Asian Americans, and 
women. Donald means jobs. 

A political consequence of the Trump 
and McMaster success is the super ma-
jority of Republicans in this South 
Carolina State House and State Senate 
with the most Republicans in over 150 
years. Until 1961, there were no Repub-
licans in the legislature in the 20th 
Century. 

In conclusion, God bless our troops 
who successfully protected America for 
20 years as the global war on terrorism 
continues moving from the Afghani-
stan safe haven to America. 

f 

CONGRATULATING THE KANSAS 
CITY CHIEFS 

(Mr. ALFORD asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute.) 

Mr. ALFORD. Mr. Speaker, today, I 
rise to honor my Kansas City Chiefs for 
their AFC championship, and their 
berth in Super Bowl LVII. 

Like many Missourians, I could not 
be prouder of the effort put forth on 
the field last night. 

Despite having an injured Patrick 
Mahomes, injuries to several key play-
ers, incredible amounts of outside 
noise, and the referees against them 
the entire game, the Chiefs made short 
work of the ‘‘Bungles,’’ I mean, Ben-
gals, and sent them off to the off-sea-
son. 

While I hope Eli Apple has fun in 
Cancun, I also hope that mayor jabroni 
and the rest of the Cincinnati fan base 
learned a valuable lesson last night: It 
is called Arrowhead. It is the loudest, 
toughest place to play in the NFL with 
the strongest fan base. 

A special thank you to Patrick 
Mahomes, Harrison Butker, Travis 
Kelce, Chris Jones, and, of course, Jo-
seph Ossai for all their wonderful ef-
forts last night. We couldn’t have done 
it without you. 

And to the Philadelphia Eagles, we 
will see you in Arizona. Go Chiefs. 

f 

RECESS 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 12(a) of rule I, the Chair 
declares the House in recess subject to 
the call of the Chair. 

Accordingly (at 2 o’clock and 6 min-
utes p.m.), the House stood in recess. 

f 

b 1630 

AFTER RECESS 

The recess having expired, the House 
was called to order by the Speaker pro 
tempore (Mr. JOYCE of Pennsylvania) 
at 4 o’clock and 30 minutes p.m. 
ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER PRO TEMPORE 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 8 of rule XX, the Chair 

will postpone further proceedings 
today on motions to suspend the rules 
on which a recorded vote or the yeas 
and nays are ordered, or votes objected 
to under clause 6 of rule XX. 

The House will resume proceedings 
on postponed questions at a later time. 

f 

COMMERCIAL REMOTE SENSING 
AMENDMENT ACT OF 2023 

Mr. LUCAS. Mr. Speaker, I move to 
suspend the rules and pass the bill 
(H.R. 290) to provide for transparent li-
censing of commercial remote sensing 
systems, and for other purposes. 

The Clerk read the title of the bill. 
The text of the bill is as follows: 

H.R. 290 
Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-

resentatives of the United States of America in 
Congress assembled, 
SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE. 

This Act may be cited as the ‘‘Commercial 
Remote Sensing Amendment Act of 2023’’. 
SEC. 2. ANNUAL REPORTS. 

(a) DEADLINES.— 
(1) IN GENERAL.—Section 60121(c) of title 51, 

United States Code, is amended by striking 
‘‘120’’ and inserting ‘‘60’’. 

(2) CONFORMING AMENDMENT.—Section 
60126(a)(1)(E) of title 51, United States Code, 
is amended by striking ‘‘120’’ and inserting 
‘‘60’’. 

(b) NOTIFICATIONS.—Section 60126(a)(2) of 
title 51, United States Code, is amended by 
striking ‘‘section 60122; and’’ and inserting 
‘‘paragraphs (5) and (6) of section 60122(b);’’. 

(c) CONDITIONS.—Section 60126(a) of title 51, 
United States Code, is amended— 

(1) by redesignating paragraph (3) as para-
graph (4); and 

(2) by inserting after paragraph (2) the fol-
lowing new paragraph: 

‘‘(3) all terms, conditions, or restrictions 
placed on licensees pursuant to section 60122; 
and’’. 

(d) TIERS.—Section 60126(a)(1) of title 51, 
United States Code, is amended— 

(1) in subparagraph (D), by striking ‘‘and’’ 
at the end; 

(2) in subparagraph (E), by inserting ‘‘and’’ 
at the end; and 

(3) by adding at the end the following new 
subparagraph: 

‘‘(F) a list of all applications submitted 
and licenses granted in accordance there-
with, listed by tier as defined in regulation, 
as well as the rationale for each tier cat-
egorization;’’. 

(e) SUNSET.—Section 60126 of title 51, 
United States Code, is amended by striking 
‘‘September 30, 2020’’ and inserting ‘‘Sep-
tember 30, 2030’’. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentleman from 
Oklahoma (Mr. LUCAS) and the gentle-
woman from California (Ms. LOFGREN) 
each will control 20 minutes. 

The Chair recognizes the gentleman 
from Oklahoma. 

GENERAL LEAVE 
Mr. LUCAS. Mr. Speaker, I ask unan-

imous consent that all Members have 5 
legislative days to revise and extend 
their remarks and to include extra-
neous material on H.R. 290, the bill 
now under consideration. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there 
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Oklahoma? 

There was no objection. 

Mr. LUCAS. Mr. Speaker, I yield my-
self such time as I may consume. 

Mr. Speaker, I rise in support of H.R. 
290, the Commercial Remote Sensing 
Amendment Act. 

I introduced this bipartisan legisla-
tion last Congress and that measure 
passed the House by a voice vote. I re-
introduced the same bill this year, 
along with my colleague, the ranking 
member, Ms. LOFGREN. It updates the 
reporting requirements for NOAA’s Of-
fice of Commercial Remote Sensing 
Regulatory Affairs so that Congress 
can monitor how regulations are im-
pacting the growth and improvement 
of the commercial remote sensing in-
dustry. 

Remote sensing uses data collected 
from satellites to produce images of 
the Earth. It has become a critical re-
source for fields like agriculture, fi-
nance, trade, and energy. 

For instance, imagery and data from 
commercial remote sensing allows us 
to improve crop production by helping 
farmers more efficiently apply water 
and fertilizer. It informs future com-
modity prices by actively monitoring 
weather and crop health. 

Commercial remote sensing also im-
proves our ability to prepare for and 
respond to natural disasters by inform-
ing flood plain mapping, tornado track-
ing, and drought monitoring, topics 
that are very important to my con-
stituents in Oklahoma. 

It can also be helpful in humani-
tarian relief efforts and monitoring 
treaty compliance, among other appli-
cations. 

As you can see, commercial remote 
sensing provides us with critical infor-
mation for many important applica-
tions. This technology is constantly 
evolving, and the industry is seeing 
tremendous growth. 

To effectively support and manage 
remote sensing activities, it is critical 
that Congress receives timely and com-
prehensive reports so we can evaluate 
the state of the industry and how regu-
lations are affecting this growth. 

The Commercial Space Launch Com-
petitiveness Act of 2015 established a 
reporting requirement from the De-
partment of Commerce on the status of 
commercial remote sensing licensing 
and regulation. This requirement ex-
pired in 2020. 

H.R. 290 will reinstate that reporting 
requirement and keep Congress in-
formed of agency actions, their impact 
on licensees, and the state of the com-
mercial remote sensing industry. These 
reports to Congress will give us the in-
formation we need to ensure that the 
U.S. remains the global leader in this 
important field. 

Mr. Speaker, H.R. 290 is a no-non-
sense, bipartisan bill that will help en-
sure that the U.S. remains the global 
leader in the commercial remote sens-
ing industry. 

Mr. Speaker, I thank Ranking Mem-
ber LOFGREN for joining me in advanc-
ing this legislation. 

Mr. Speaker, I urge all of my col-
leagues to support this bill, and I re-
serve the balance of my time. 
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Ms. LOFGREN. Mr. Speaker, I yield 

myself such time as I may consume. 
Mr. Speaker, I rise today also in sup-

port of H.R. 290, the Commercial Re-
mote Sensing Amendment Act of 2023. 

I am pleased to be an original cospon-
sor of this legislation, along with the 
chairman, and I am pleased to serve as 
ranking member of the committee, a 
new assignment for me. 

It was all the way back in 1992 when 
Congress authorized the Secretary of 
Commerce to license and regulate com-
mercial remote sensing space systems. 

Commercial remote sensing is now a 
vibrant and growing industry. As the 
chairman has said, data and imagery 
from commercial remote sensing sat-
ellites are used widely in agriculture, 
disaster monitoring, energy, mapping, 
and national security applications. In 
fact, commercial remote sensing has 
been an important information source 
for fighting the devastating Western 
wildland fires, including those in my 
home State of California. 

Companies from around the world are 
launching commercial remote sensing 
systems and selling the data. Accord-
ing to the Satellite Industries Associa-
tion, globally, these services reached 
an estimated $2.7 billion in revenue in 
2021. 

Congress needs to ensure that the 
United States remains at the cutting 
edge of this industry and that is why it 
is important that we have the trans-
parency and insight we need to oversee 
the licensing and regulation of private 
remote sensing systems. 

In order to accomplish this, the Com-
mercial Remote Sensing Amendment 
Act modifies the timeline for com-
pleting licenses to conform with up-
dated regulations. It requires addi-
tional details on licensing information 
to be included in reports to Congress, 
and it extends a sunset clause for the 
annual report on commercial remote 
sensing licenses until 2030. 

As the chairman has mentioned, an 
identical version of this bill passed this 
House on suspension during the 117th 
Congress, and I am pleased that Chair-
man LUCAS and I can kick off our work 
this session by continuing the Science, 
Space, and Technology Committee’s 
strong tradition of bipartisan work and 
our track record with this good bill. 

Mr. Speaker, I urge my colleagues to 
support the bill, and I reserve the bal-
ance of my time. 

Mr. LUCAS. Mr. Speaker, I have no 
further speakers, and I reserve the bal-
ance of my time. 

Ms. LOFGREN. Mr. Speaker, I have 
no further speakers. 

Mr. Speaker, I hope that we all sup-
port this good bill, and I yield back the 
balance of my time. 

Mr. LUCAS. Mr. Speaker, I yield my-
self the balance of my time. 

Mr. Speaker, as I have said pre-
viously, commercial remote sensing 
provides us with critical information 
related to a number of fields, like agri-
culture, finance, trade, energy, and 
more. This, in turn, allows us to be bet-
ter stewards of our resources. 

H.R. 290, the Commercial Remote 
Sensing Amendment Act will help us 
ensure that Congress receives the up-
dates necessary to monitor industrial 
regulations. By updating these report-
ing requirements, we can ensure that 
the U.S. remains the global leader in 
an important field. 

Mr. Speaker, I urge my colleagues to 
support this legislation, and I thank 
the ranking member for her help in 
this effort. 

Mr. Speaker, I yield back the balance 
of my time. 

Ms. JACKSON LEE. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today in support of H.R. 290—the Commercial 
Remote Sensing Amendment Act of 2023. 

This bill would provide for transparent li-
censing of commercial remote sensing sys-
tems and renews the requirement that the De-
partment of Commerce send an annual report 
to Congress on the status of commercial re-
mote sensing applications. 

Commercial remote sensing systems can be 
used to improve operations in a variety of in-
dustries. 

Remote sensing is crucial for agricultural 
production, weather forecasting, and emer-
gency response efforts. 

The Aeronautical Survey Program (ASP), 
the Coastal Mapping Program (CMP), and 
emergency response efforts all benefit from 
the ocean data that has been collected by 
using remote sensing systems. 

This data enables the provision of a regu-
larly updated national coastline for marine 
navigation, establishing territorial limits, and 
managing coastal resources. 

Cities like Houston that are close to coast-
lines and experience frequent flooding and 
hurricanes greatly benefit from commercial re-
mote sensing systems. 

A study done by the Texas State Climatolo-
gist Office at Texas A&M University warned 
that Texans should brace themselves for more 
extreme weather in the coming years. 

The study found that, as a direct con-
sequence of climate change, Texas should ex-
pect the severity of hurricanes and flooding to 
increase through the year 2036. 

In recent years, Texans have experienced 
the devastating effects of climate change. 

On August 25, 2017, Hurricane Harvey 
made landfall in Texas, just north of the city of 
Corpus Christi, as a category 4 storm. 

Hurricane Harvey dropped 21 trillion gallons 
of intense rainfall on Texas and Louisiana, 
most of it on the Houston Metroplex. 

The volume of water that fell on Houston 
and other affected areas of Texas and Lou-
isiana could fill more than 24,000 Astrodomes 
or supply the water for Niagara Falls for 15 
days. 

Hurricane Harvey caused damage to more 
than 204,000 homes of which 99 thousand 
were in Harris County. 

With commercial remote sensing systems, 
scientists would have been able to monitor the 
storm prior to landfall and would have been 
able to collect information and data from inac-
cessible areas. 

Remote sensing systems provide warnings 
to locals and prepare them for storms, saving 
lives and managing potential risks. 

The information gathered by these remote 
sensing systems, such as elevation data, is 
utilized to create management plans for the 
restoration, monitoring, and maintenance of 
the environment and the planet. 

Over the last 50 years, the number of disas-
ters has increased by a factor of five world-
wide. 

With the increase in climate disasters, law-
makers need to protect the American public by 
passing legislation that would manage risks 
and save lives. 

I urge my colleagues to support this impor-
tant legislation that can save lives as we navi-
gate our everchanging climate. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
question is on the motion offered by 
the gentleman from Oklahoma (Mr. 
LUCAS) that the House suspend the 
rules and pass the bill, H.R. 290. 

The question was taken; and (two- 
thirds being in the affirmative) the 
rules were suspended and the bill was 
passed. 

A motion to reconsider was laid on 
the table. 

f 

COST-SHARE ACCOUNTABILITY 
ACT OF 2023 

Mr. LUCAS. Mr. Speaker, I move to 
suspend the rules and pass the bill 
(H.R. 342) to amend the Energy Policy 
Act of 2005 to require reporting relat-
ing to certain cost-share requirements, 
and for other purposes. 

The Clerk read the title of the bill. 
The text of the bill is as follows: 

H.R. 342 
Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-

resentatives of the United States of America in 
Congress assembled, 
SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE. 

This Act may be cited as the ‘‘Cost-Share 
Accountability Act of 2023’’. 
SEC. 2. REPORTING REQUIREMENTS. 

Section 988 of the Energy Policy Act of 
2005 (42 U.S.C. 16352) is amended by adding at 
the end the following new subsection: 

‘‘(g) REPORTING.—Not later than 120 days 
after the date of the enactment of this sub-
section and at least quarterly thereafter, the 
Secretary shall submit to the Committee on 
Science, Space, and Technology and Com-
mittee on Appropriations of the House of 
Representatives and the Committee on En-
ergy and Natural Resources and the Com-
mittee on Appropriations of the Senate, and 
shall make publicly available, a report on 
the use by the Department during the period 
covered by the report of the authority to re-
duce or eliminate cost-sharing requirements 
provided by subsection (b)(3) or (c)(2).’’. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentleman from 
Oklahoma (Mr. LUCAS) and the gentle-
woman from California (Ms. LOFGREN) 
each will control 20 minutes. 

The Chair recognizes the gentleman 
from Oklahoma. 

GENERAL LEAVE 
Mr. LUCAS. Mr. Speaker, I ask unan-

imous consent that all Members have 5 
legislative days to revise and extend 
their remarks and to include extra-
neous material on H.R. 342, the bill 
now under consideration. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there 
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Oklahoma? 

There was no objection. 
Mr. LUCAS. Mr. Speaker, I yield my-

self such time as I may consume. 
Mr. Speaker, I rise in support of H.R. 

342, the Cost-Share Accountability Act 
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